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THE FOLLOWING DISCOURSES ARE 


RESPECTFULLY INSCRIBED 


By 


His moſt obedient and 


Moſt humble Servant 


Hinxworth, 
The AUTHOR, 
roth April, 1793. 
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To the Inhabitants of the Pariſh of 
HINXWOR TE. 


My Brethren. 


15 A S the arguments delivered 
to you from the Pulpit on the ſubject of the 
late public humiliation, may have eſcaped the 
memory of many; I here preſent you with the 
repetition of them upon paper — which may 
ſerve occaſionally to remind you, of the duties 
incumbent upon all to cultivate, at this ſerious 
period of national exertion. — HumiLiTY, 
doubtleſs, is the bafis of pure chriſtian attain- 
ment — and perfect CHARITY being one valu- 
able teſt of our advancement in true holineſs, 
the further object of this preſent effort, is not 
only to aſſiſt in ſome degree a future work of 
exemplary benevolence, to which you will be 
exhorted in due ſeaſon — but by keeping up a 
ſenſe of the miſeries we have hitherto eſcaped, 

and the many bleſſings we enjoy (as alſo of the 
conduct to be purſued, in order to engage the 
continuance of Divine favor) to prepare you to 
contribute cheerfully towards the ſevere diſ- 
trefles of unfortunate ſtrangers — who through 
the moſt violent perſecution, and unparallelled 
cruelties, have been driven from their native 
country; — the enjoyment of every comfort 
of life; — and even the poſſeſſion of great 
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Muence, to ſeek refuge, and a temporary ſup. 
port, in a foreign Land. — By gratefully con- 
ſidering the manifold, and choice bleffings, 
ſtill vouchſafed to vs, we ſhall be induced /o 
to act, as not willingly to offend the Supreme 
diſpoſer of all things; — and the undeſerved 
mercies we daily receive at his hands, ſhould 
likewiſe incline us to lighten the burthen of 
the affiified, and freely to diſpenſe of that a- 
bundance, which is graciouſly allotted for our 
trial, by Him who hath promiſed largely to 
reward the ſmalleſt benefaction of a truly 
com paſſionate, and liberal heart. 


I remain, 
My brethren, 
b Your fincere and 


Affectionate friend and Paſtor, 
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i Sebi 2. 4 at, call a fine h, ge 
& ther the alders, and all the inhabitants of the 
& land inio the houſe of the _ your God, 
e and cry wita the Lord.” 
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* the. pious order of our moſt religious | 
B and gracious King, the rulers of our holy 
church have appointed this day, my brethren, 
to be ſalemnly obſerved, as a day of abſtinence, 
and humiliation. — Never was there a louder 
call for both theſe chriſtian exerciſes, through · 
out our land; than the fſeriqus occaſion that 
now preſents itſelf. 


In the words of the text, we have an exam- 
ple afforded us of the manner which God's peo- 
ple employed of old, to avert the judgments 
with which their land was threatened: — and 
in the 583 Chapt, of Iſaiah, we have a juſt de- 
fcription of that #ind of faſt, which is calcu, 
lated to engage the favor of heaven, and con- 

trafied 
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traſted with a mere formal, or pretended worſhip, 
which is declared to offend, inſtead of honoring 
the Deity, — Thus God deſcribes the larter, — 
« Behold, in the day of your faſt, you find 
&© pleaſure, and exact all your labours” — 
© That is, — except the ceremonial part, ye make 
© no difference as to the public amuſements, 
« and general bufineſs of the day — this is an 
error we muſt carefully avoid. — Again“ 
££ Behold, ſays he, ye faſt for ſtrife and debate, 
* and to ſmite with the fiſt of wickedneſs — 
& ye ſhall not faſt in his manuer to make your 
e voice to be heard on high — Is it ſuch a faſt 
« that I have choſen faith the Lord? — Wilt 
& thou call this a faſt, and an acceptable day 
«© to me?” The Prophet then declares the 
genuine notion of a day of abſtinence— in theſe 
words, and the following verſes — Is not 
ce this the day that I have choſen? — To 
* looſe the bands of wickedneſs?” — or in 
other terms — that every one ſhould confeſs, 
and lament their fins, and ſtrive to get free 
from the ſnares of vice, by reforming their 
ways and turning to the Lord. — In reſpect to 
our private, conduct it is impoſſible to be too 
careful to obſerve this ſecond rule, — and as to 
the public object of our preſent humiliation — 
I truſt we may entertain an honeſt hope, that 
it will appearin the fight of heaven to partake 
this very neceſſary and ein token 
| 7 — that 
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tc that we do 207 faſt to ſmite with the fiſt of 
« wickedneſs”— for it is no ambitious view of 
congueſt that impels us to the meaſure on which 
| we now implore ſucceſs. — It is not from any 
proud, unjuſtifiable principle that we incline 
to riſk the fate of war; but merely to main- 
tain thoſe native rights with which a bounte- 
ous Providence long hath blefſed us; — to 
afford due ſuccour to thoſe invaded ſtates to 
which we are allied; — and to reſtrain that 
ſpirit of diſcord and devaſtatation, which the 
madneſs of a wicked people would excite in 
every nation. We only aim at being inſtru- 
mental under the gracious. will of heaven, to 
perform that part God's word requires in the 
doſe of the above deſcription - Ta undo the 
tc heavy burdens” that theſe enemies of peace 
have every where inflicted, — to let the 
« oppreſſed go free,” — and to break the yoke” 
theſe numerous tyrants would impoſe upon a 
deluded and defenceleſs people. 


The method I ſhall follow for your in- 
ſtruction at this time, will be 


Firſt, to ſet before you ſome ancient pre- 
£edents or ſcriptural authority — for — 
faſting. 


* ; I ſhall take this opportunity of 
enlarging upon the 5 and benefit of 
this 
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this pious practice, under our preſent cireum · 
ſtances, as a people engaged in War; and 


Thirdly; I ſhall enforce the doctrine of 
the text by way of application, — as the only 
principle on which we can depend for ſucceſs, 
either to our prayers, — our faſting, — or our 

arms. | 
In treating each of theſe heads, I ſhall have 
occaſion to advance, and recommend a variety 
of other points, which ] truſt will be found 


moſt cloſely connected with our duty, as * 
ſubjects, and ſincere chriſtians. 


In proportion then, as we can truly claim 

a title to this latter character, we ſhall readily 
acknowledge, that the rule of God's word, is 
an indiſputable. warrant for every deſcription 
of pious exertion; and to give weight to the 
particular work in which we are now engag- 
ed, it may be uſeful to mention a few caſes 
from holy writ, which originatedinacauſe, near- 
1y ſimilar to that, which now inclines us to hum- 
ble ourſelves before God, and in the ſight of 
-each other. — The exerciſe of faſting, hath 
Indeed been common in times of mourning 
and affliction, in every age; and from the ge- 
neral example of all nations under events of a 
grievous, and alarming nature, we may col- 
lect the juſt ſenſe that mankind have ever held 
of an all powerful, and perfect Being, who ex- 
erciſes 


191 


erciſes ſupreme dominion, and 1s intitled to 
the obedience of his creatures. Hence, when 
great calamities have overtaken them, the vi- 
ſitations have led them to acknowledge theit 
wicked actions as the cauſe, and to deprecate 
the merited vengeance of the Almighty z — 
to which end they have as regularly had fe- 
courſe to penitenee, and humiliation, in hopes 
of being again teſtored to the favor of thei 
offended guatdian, and protector. This re- 
medy in truth, ſeems common to our neture; 
for the vety brathehis, who had not received 
the benefit of a revealed light, but were only 
guided by the powers of cultivated reaſon; 
even they adopted this public teſt of forrow for 
theit avowed tranſgreſſions, whenever they ex- 
perienced judgments of ſo awakening a caſt, 

2s could only be tefolved into the diſpleaſure 
of that Supreme Power, who created, and rul- 
eth all things. — It will be ſufficient for the 
purpoſe of giving you 4 due ahd ferious ſenſe 
of the buſineſs of the day, to inſtance a few of 
the moſt remarkable acts of faſting and humi- 
liation, as exhibited by. God's angient people, 

on different occaſions of general diſtreſs, ot 
danger. 


In the ſeventh chapter of the Book of Jo- 


ſhua and fixth verſe, we ſee that when the re- 


Saur victorious Iſraelites 5 had turned theit 
« backs 
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4 backs before their enemies, in conſequence 
of their being deſerted by the God of their 
ſtrength, for their wilful provocation of him — 
*< Joſhua, their General, rent his clothes, and 
46 fell on his face before the ark of the Lord 
« until even tide, he and the elders of Iſrael, 
« and put duſt upon their heads”— Again, 
we read in the twentieth Chapter of the book 
af Judges, that upon that grievous breach 
| between the tribe of Benjamin and the 
xeſt of the people of Iſrael, when the latter 
failed in the expedition iet the former, 
(who, let it be obſerved were notorioufly the 

Hegreſſors) and felt the neceſfity of the Al- | 

mighty arm to defend their cauſe — (which | 
circumſtance by the way, is very deſcriptive 
of the juſt alliance now in force againſt the 
eruel anten of theſe nodern Benjamites) 
« Then, all the children of Iſrael, and all the 
*© people, probably concluding that they had 
preſumed too far in truſting chiefly to their 
own ſtrength and valour, © went up, and 
cc came into the houſe of God, and wept, and 
ic ſat there before the Lord, and faſted that 
& day until the evening, and offered burnt 

« offerings and peace offerings before the 

« Lord. — And at another time, when the 
ple had finned, as is recorded in the ſeventh 
chapter of the firſt Book of Samuel, by giv- 
ing up to idolatry, and deſerting 
| the ſervice of the one true God, and thereby 
PE 
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provoked him to withdraw the Ark of his pre- 
ſence from them for a long time, and to ſub- 
ject them to much ſlaughter from their ene 
mies; — on their conviction of the heavy 
treſpaſs, and their repentance for the ſame, 
*« they' appointed a ſolemn faft, gathering 
© themſelves together unto Mizpeh, and faſt- 
c ing on that day before the Lord; — ſaying 
«© we have finned againſt the Lord; — And 
after that time, the Lord, according to the 
promiſe of his Servant Samuel, delivered the 
Ark out of the hands of the Philiſtines, 
Further. — As to the ſentiments that even 
heathens entertained of the expediency of theſe 
acts of public, ſolemn humiliation, it may be 
ſeen at large in the third chapter of the Pro- 
phet Jonah, — where, in the remarkable caſe 
of the city of Nineveth, the fincerity of its 
repentance is fully ſhewn by the ſeverity of 
abſtinence and ſelf denial, which extended by 
the King's command from the example of his 
own perſon, and all under his authority, even 
to the temporary puniſhment of the very cat- 
tle of the place — From theſe ſacred records, 
no chriſtian can harbour a doubt of the pro- 
priety and efficacy of the duty this day en- 
Joined us: — Iſhall proceed therefore to the 


Second confideration that intereſts our en- 
quiry — Namely the nerefity of the _— 
Om _ his 
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this patticutar time, us it concerns as bioth in 


a private capacity, and alſo as a nation, or 
hene body of People. 


Kr, like 3 peſtilence, i 18 infectious.— — From 
the higheſt to the loweſt, men corrupt each 
other by their evil habits, and unhappy care- 
leſſneſs in pious concerns. — On theſe occaſi · 
ons therefore, it behoves every, perſon ſeparate» 
t to conſider, and lament, the manifold fing 
and failings which contribute to the general 
offence, and determine the Moſt High to wu 


us with puniſhments, 


The peculiar vature of my ſubject lug 
geſts the following obſervations in this place; 
that from the fatal neglect of a due invoca tion 
of the Neity, and a profeſſed dependanee up- 
on his help, we baye tao great reaſon to con- 
elude (when viewed in a religious light) that 
ſo little ſucceſs attended a very formidable ar- 
my under a moſt gallant and experienced leader, 
in the laſt campaign, againſt the enemies of 


God, and the peace of the warld It is but 


too true, I ſay, that the very oppaſers of anar - 
chy, and univerſal diſcard, ſeemed even to copy 
thels raſh levellers in oze partieular.— Like 
them, they, truſted in the might of their ³ 
arm. e the vaunting Captain of the Aſ- 
{yrian hoſt before Jeruſalem, they ' breathed 


m_ and deſtructian whenever it ſhould * 
them 


19 


ſbem to enforce the execution — They made 
no appeal to the juſtice of the cauſe, as the 
cauſe of heaven, againſt an unbelieving, 
vain, — and cruel foe to God, and his crea- 
tures * and refrained to call upon him regu. 
larly, and ſolemnly, as the God of battle, 

through the medium of his Prieſts and Mini- 
ſters — and tho”, in his unbounded mercy; 
they did not experience the entire fate of the 
blaſpheming Rabſhakeh, — (becauſe their ob- 
ject doubtleſs, in the main was good, and that the 
treſpaſs was that of omiſſion only, and not defiance, 
like that of the proud Aflyrian) yet their de- 
figns for that time, we ſee were fruſtrated, = 
and they likewiſe ſuffered a moſt ſerious di- 
minution of their boaſted ſtrength, and means 
of victory. 


Different, (we bleſs God) is our method of 
proceeding in the arduous and uncertain en- 
terpriſe of War. — Tho endued with a gene- 


ral ſpirit that never yet was tarniſhed by in- 


Dien conduct in military exploits, as far 
28 


4 It might be no unprofitable device, to have ſome ſuch 
inſcription as the following upon the caps or helmets 
of thoſe embarked in this laudable expedition. 


© The cauſe of God, and Peace, againft Atheifts 
3 and Aſſaſſins.” | 
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as depended on the heroiſm of the crea: 
ture, — yet happily we feel convinced, 
that other aid is needful, befides the ſkill 
and courage of mere mortals. = We ſeem to 
have zvzjely profited by the above mentioned er- 
ror of thoſe with whom we now unite, as inſtru- 
ments in the hand of Providence, to right the 
cauſe of the oppreſſed — and in the noble ef- 
fort to reſtore the ancient order of things, and 
give peace and ſecurity to the minds and pro- 
perty of our fellow creatures, and fellow chri- 
ſtians. We humbly look up to Him, from 
whom alone cometh our defence, and we 
ſupplicate with the public voice, the interfe- 
rence of our Heavenly Father, to proſper the 
means with which he hath moſt graciouſly 
enabled us to aſſert the claims of genuine 
right, and freedom — we preſume not ! to truſt 
in ſword, or ſpear, or ſhield, alone;”—in any 
arts of war, or the terrible violence of its ru- 
inous engines, ſolely ; — but we come to our 
© enemies in the name of the Lord of hoſt, 
ee the God of armies, whom they have impiouſty 
tc defied.” — We retain a grateful remem- 
brance of paſt favor — and an humble faith, 
that He who mercifully attended to our _—_ 
mer earneſt ſupplications in deep diſtreſs; by * 
preſerving. to us the favorite object of our de- 
vout petitions — will fi protect our Gra- 
cious A from every danger, and con- 

tinue 


En 
tinue him long, the happy defender of our 
Religion, — Laws, — and Liberties. 


From this general ſtatement of the propriety 
of public humiliation, it may be profitable ro 


deſcend to points of a more particular caſt — _ 


and which intereſting all, in the clo/eft ſenſe, 
may be effectual in rendering the duty of the 
day more diligently. obſerved, than mere mat- 
ter of form, and outward compliance in any 
ſhape might otherwiſe produce — Let us en- 
quire firſt, then, my brethren, what are the 
chief ends, and private benefits, that we pro- 
feſs to purſue, and may reaſonably promiſe 
ourſelves, from a due diſcharge of this very ne- 
ceſſary, and important exerciſe of pure repent- 
ance and ſelf-denial. 


You muſt all be ſenſible, that what would 
be eſteemed a general injury, muſt induce of 
courſe, much private miſery ; — what are the 
things then, that we hope may be averted 
by our ſincere converſion to God on this occa⸗ 
ſion? — by the penitent confeſſion of our fins, 
and hearty prayer for grace to mend our lives 
in future? — In ſhort, for what do we now 
ſaſt? — I would requeſt your cloſe attention to 


the ſeveral valuable articles we crave to have 


continued to us, — and to the many deplorable 
events from which we hope to be delivered, 
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I. In a more comprehenſive view, my bre- 
thren, we now addreſs Almighty God, that he 
will pleaſe to give a bleſſing to our arms; and 
prevent the numerous calamities which ine vi- 
tably would overwhelm us, were our invete- 
rate enemies permitted to prevail — In this 
general petition we include God's preſervation 
of a form of government, which has arrived 
to a degree of excellence, that far ſurpaſſes 
whatever the wiſdom of mankind hath yet 
contrived, for ſecuring the common happineſs 
and ber of ſociety ; — ſo that we may 
juſtly aſcribe to the favor and providence of 
Heaven, the bichog « of ſo choice a conſtitu- 
tion, 


II. Further we ſupplicate that the wiſe, and 
upright ſervants of the public, whom the Lord 
hath raiſed up, and ſo long proſpered-in their 
counſels, for the bencfit of their country, may 
never fall victims to the murderous hands of a 
lawleſs race, whoſe hoſtile, and deſtructive 
views they are faithfully, and vigorouſly op- 
poſing, with all the ardour, and integrity of 
true born Britons; — and who conſequently, 
are the declared objects of their malice, and 
revenge. — And eſpecially, that our moſt 


Gracious Sovereign may be defended from 
the unfeeling rage of theſe foes to ſacred order, 


and ſalutary ſubjection.— We cannot ſurely, 


þe too firmly devoted to a King, on whom hea- 
yen 


6 
ven has beſtowed ſo many private virtues; =» 
who from his pious ſenſe of the Divine favor, 

and aſſiſtance, and his fatherly attachment to 
his people, may juſtly be eſteemed the moſt 
exemplary Prince that ever filled the Throne, 
Who, far from the unnatural wiſh of retrench- 
ing the native liberties of his ſubjects, has ma- 
vifeſted ſo pure a love of juſtice, and abhor- 
rence of oppreſſion, as to extend the influence of 
his virtuous reign even to the remoteſt quarter 
of the Globe. — No ſtronger teſt can be afford- 
ed of the conſiſtency uprightneſs, and earneſt: 
neſs of his views, than the choice of the Ge- 
neral, à and the fucceſs of the object. The 
noble Servant, as zealous in diſcharging the 
important fruſt, as his Royal Maſter in encou- 
raging the glorious deſign. — In ſhort, we 
petition, that the beautiful, and truly admited 
fabric of our happy conſtitution, and the favours 
ed Sovereign who preſides over it, may not be 
a | : rent 


* This ſecond Beliſarius, for magnamity, - difinte 
Teſted virtue, · and his brilliant conqueſt over the Bar- 
barian Tyrants of the Eaſt,---hath exhibited talents, and 


forbearance, equal to that celebrated Hero of antiquity 4 


— and like him, ſecured a merited fame in the annals 
of his Country, which can only end with Time. 
Happily, more fortunate than the illuſtrous Roman in 
ſerving a more enlightened Maſter -- his valour and 
integrity --- inſtead of envy, and unjuſt neglect, have 
met with univerſal praiſe --- and the due reward at 
princely favour. © 
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rent in pieces by the mercileſs fury of needy 
plunderers and impious Regicides. \ 


To give the mind ſome adequate idea of 
the horror of the ſcenes to which they are 
familiar, we need only advert, my Brethren, 
to the unparallelled barbarities that have been 
already committed, by thoſe bloody tyrants, 
who fſacrilegouſly aſſume the title of friends 10 
liberty. — Actions have been perpetrated un- 
der the authority of this mock Legiſlature, 
that would cauſe abhorrence not only to the 
moſt uncultivated race of nen, — but even 
cloy the appetites of the fierce/t beaſts of prey 
for they are often ſated with oo much blood; 
Whereas to the diſgrace of every thing in Bu- 
man form; theſe monſters ſtill thirft for more. — 
Unwilling that their fame ſhould die for want 
of due enormity, they have crowned their hor- 
Tible proceedings by the murder of their law- 
ful Monarch ; — A Prince as innocent, as un- 
fortunate, — They firſt inticed him, ( with 
the treacherous pretence of proving his true 
regard for the happineſs of his people,) to 
licence acts which forfeited his own ju# rights; 
and in return for ſuch difintereſted conceſſi- 
on deprived him of his life. — Contrary to the 
ſpirit of their o original decrees; — Con- 
trary to every thing yet practiced in the world, 
dy the moſt ferocious, and unprincipled peo» 
Me; = — nd as truly ſavage, and unjuſt, as if 


they 


1150 


they were to aſſault our gracious Sovereign, 
for loving and protecting his oon ſubjects, to 
the utmoſt of his power : — And this, indeed, 
we may be certain they Would effect, with cru» 
el pleaſure — did it depend upon the dictates 
of their own depraved, and barbarous inclina- 
tions. 


Theſe, in a brief, and general relation, are 
the public evils we might expect, ſhould Hea- 


ven refuſe to liſten to our prayers, and with- 
hold ſucceſs from our fleets and armies. 


Some of the miſeries of a private nature, 
may now be aptly ſpecified on this occafion.. 
Univerſal plunder and the total confiſcation of 


bereditary rightand property, would inevitably 
take place. This is one of the certain conſe- 


quences of the infamous maxims of French 
liberty againſt all who venture to diſſent from 
their new method of preſerving peace and hap- 
pineſs — The honeſt, — the upright, — and 
the induſtrious, muſt yield to robbers, — pro- 
fligates, — and the moſt worthleſs of the hu- 
man race. To enumerate particulars of fuch 
a melancholy event, would be too dreadfully 
affecting. The imagination will readily paint 
the ſhocking acts that muſt enſue, were we left 
to the will of a people profeſſing to fear nei- 
Ther * or Devil — and who eſteem it the 

Nandard 
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ſtandard of conſummate wiſdom & to deny a fua- 
ture ſtate of being. Huſbands, and wives; Pas 
rents, and children;— andevety relation of the 
moſt endearing nature, may eafily conceive the 
horror of being expoſed to the brutal, and ungo« 
verned will of the moſt licentious people upon 
earth, Inſenſible of pity towards their om peo« 
ple — they would hardly ſhew feeling towards 
a long envied, and rival nation, which under 
heaven, has been ſo ſevere a ſcourge to their 
aſpiring ambition — We may eaſily fancy the 
deſperate proceedings of a ſtarving rabble, 


_ © who having no king in their own land, are 


« defirous to ſeek inheritance any where to 
ic dwell in;”— who labouring under every 
ſpecies of aiſtreſs at home, are animated by the 
natural hope of dividing the riches © of a place 
te where there is no want of any thing that is 
« in the earth; and who as a common ene- 
my, would be ſtill more unmerciful.— If any 
one ſhould doubt the truth of ſuch ſurmiſes, 
they may judge of the event, by the regillered | 
facts of their treachery, and robberies wherever 
they have decoyed or frightened the ſufferers 
into their ſnare — © The tender mercies of the 
« wicked are cruel” — and, if not even the 
heart-rending cloquenee of infant innocence, 
pleading for a Father's life, could ſoften the 
| obduracy 


* Theſe unhappy blinded pevple particularly boalt 
the title of — 


( of 1 
obduracy of the Rulers, well may we dread the 
effects of their decrees to practiced execution- 
ers, againſt all ages, and conditions of a people 
they naturally hate, and envy. 


Peſtilence and famine auld be preferable 


viſitations to ſuch exceſs of 2w0e — So David 
judged of old, — and ſo will all decide, who 
know the ſad malignity of human nature, when 


quite devoid of grace and mercy. Let us pray 
therefore, that ſhould we be fo unhappy as to 


live to ſee the meaſure of the nation's fins com- 
plete — © We may fall into the hands of the 
* Lord, and not of men — for as is his Maje- 
. ſo is his mercy,” — "pe God often re- 
ſerves the wicked, to deſtroy the wicked, we 
have abundant teſtimony 3 in the hiſtory of his 
own people; and the remnant of the different 
nations that were preſerved as inſtruments of 
future puniſhment for the fins of Iſrael] — This 
is the ſevereſt of temporal viſitations: may we 
never experience its effects,. but humbly and 


fervently exclaim, © O Lord give not thine 
tc heritage to reproach, that the heathen ſhould 


© rule over them — Wherefore ſhould they ſay 


© among the people pere is their God? 


Having now contem plated the many griev- 
ances that wait updn a ſinful people continuing 
to'provoke God's wrath, we are naturally led 


to 
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to conſider the cauſe of them. This will form 
a very valuable part of your preſent inſtruc- 
tion. — Similar cauſes will have correſpond- 
ing effects, at all times — if then we would 
eſcape the puni/hment, it would be obvious wiſ- 
dom to avoid the zre/paſſes that produce it. — I 
ſhall beg leave therefore, to mention a few of 
the leading vices, which mark the people 
with whom we are at Far, — and which have 
for ages proved the great long ſuffering of 
God towards them. — The detail will be 
ſhort, tho? the conſequences of each tranſgreſ- 
lion is truly awakening; and I ſpecify them, 
as a guard and admonition to ourſelves, — that 
we may ſteer clear of the danger, to which we 
are expoſed by WN to live-in ſuch 
enormities. 


Firſt — that very offenſive treſpaſs in the 
ſight of God, the ſcandalous profanation of 
the Lord's day: — for this, that apparently 
devoted nation, are notorious — Secondly ; the 
ruinous crime of Adultery, which is a daring 
breach of another pofitive commandment; — 
which gradually deſtroys all ſentiment — pu- 
rity — and honor in either ſex, and doubtleſs, 
is one principal cauſe, that ſuch unprecedent- 
ed, and ſhamleſs inſtances of cruelty have 
been exhibited even by their women — Third- 
ly; that diſgraceful levity, and trifling man- 


ners, which ſo ſtrongly ſtamp extreme dege- 
| neracy 


C WA 


neracy in the human mind, and really degrade 
the dignity of our nature. — And Laſtly, — 
and above all, that univerſal diſpoſition to 
infidelity, moſt falſly called a ſpirit of philoſo- 
phizing. By philoſophy, my friends, is literal- 
ly meant a love of wiſdom, — I leave it to your- 
ſelves, to judge, how inconſiſtent, in the pre- 
ſent caſe, the title is, with a conceited oppo- 
ſition to the wiſdom of the moſt learned, — 
wiſe, and moral philoſophers of the whole 
world: — Theſe all acknowledged, and ado- 
red, one eternal, — holy, — and all power- 
ful Cauſe. — In proportion as any people are 
addicted to, and increaſe in the commiſſion of 
any of theſe crying fins, they are heaping up 
Judgments againſt the day of wrath, — Mercy, 
is the darling attribute we give to God; — 
and for the ſake of en, comparatively, he hath 
promiſed he will not confound the righteous 
and the wicked in temporal ruin — Each in- 
dividual therefore, in the nation, is bound to 
faſt, and pray, leſt he be acceſſary to the aug- 
mentation of ſuch crimes as God hath ſolemn- 
ly ſworn he will moſt ſurely puniſh, — Every 
one of you, my brethren, that hath obtained 
the grace of uſing family prayer, ſhould add 
on ſuch occaſions as the preſent, the prayer 
in times of war, and more particularly, ſome 
proper form to engage the bleffing of our 
heavenly Father upon our preſent work, and 
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the important buſineſs for which we undertake 
it. — If any one of theſe ſins is in itſelf ſuf- 
ficient to excite the anger of the Deity (nay, 
— if perſiſted in, to ſhut the perpetrator out of 
heaven) what muſt all united merit? — and 
eſpecially, what muſt the bold and impious 
denial of his very Being challenge? — when 
all nature manifeſts thro' all his works, the 
wile creative hand of God Omnipotent ? — 
There is neither ſpeech or language but the 
© voice of his power is heard among them“ 
« It is the fool only, that ſays in his heart there 
* is no God,” — or as it may be juſtly inter- 
preted, who ſecretly thus wiſhes — and why 
doth he wiſh it? — becauſe, notwithſtanding 
all his vain wiſdom, and inſulting bravadoes, 
his conſcience occaſionally alarms him with 
ſickening doubts, — and terrifies him with the 
fearful expectation of the reward of all his 
evil doings. — It is not therefore, love of 
zviſaom, to which the daring Atheiſt is entitled, 

bur it is love of wickedneſs alone, which con- 
ſtitutes the character of ſuch Philoſophers — 
From the infection of this deadly poiſon, may 
the Lord deliver us — whereinſoever we tranſ- 
greſs as to other forbidden reſpects — may 
ſpeedy and earneſt repentance avail to the a- 
mendment of our ways, — and conciliate the 


protection of our eternal, — high, — and all 
ſufficient Friend. 


© But 


9 

But it is time, my brethren, that we 
ſhould now examine into the nature of 
the immediate and often/ible motive, that can 
actuate any people to deeds of ſuch ex- 
traordinaty, and univerſal. violence, — Tt 
is the charm of an unſubſtantial invitation, 
contained in the ſound of LIBERTY AND 
\ EQUALITY, — fo the world at large. I mean 
to dwell a little on this celebrated manifeſto of 
French good will, in order both to inform, and 
confirm you in your reſpective duties, as loyal 
ſubjects, no leſs than true, and pious chriſtians, 
— But as I have already detained you rather 
beyond the uſual limits of my diſcourſe, and 
that the. ſervice of the day requires me to 
employ each portion of it in exerciſing my 
humble talent, in the fulleſt manner, for your 
profit, — I ſhall defer the remainder of my 
exhortation for your inſtruction in the After- 
noan, — and conclude theſe my feeble, but 
hearty efforts of incumbent duty, with a fer- 
prayer for the general proſperity of our nation. 


«© Be merciful, O God, to us, finful peo- 
ce ple, — who have ſo long enjoyed, and ſo 
* much abuſed thy rich, and ſundry bleſſings ; 
e and who ſtill go on to prove thy vengeance 
* daily — O Lord forgive, the many crying 
« fins for which Thou mighteſt moſt juſtly 
«© abhor, caſt us off, and lay us deſolate, and 
* ſo forſake us utterly, as to be favorable to 
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ce us #0 more — Grant us, yet thy grace, moſt 
& mighty God, we humbly beſeech Thee, ſo 
6c to repent, and to mend our lives, that we 
© may be ſpared, and ſaved, from all the 
c judgments we have ſo much deſerved ; — 
c and this we beg, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, 
ce thy only ſon our Lord — To whom, with 
« Thee, O glorious Father, and the Holy 
cc Ghoſt, One Almighty God, in myſtick Trinity 
cc united, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all praiſe, 


* power, and dominion for ever and ever 


Amen. 
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SECOND PART. 


I. Joxr, 14. 


40 Sanflify ye a faſt, call a ſolemn aſſembly, ga- 


ce ther the elders, and all the inhabitants of the 
« land into the houſe of the Lord your God, 
ce and cry unto the Lord.“ 


— 22 
I 


E come now, my brethren, to the 
cloſe of our public ſervice for this ſo- 
lemn day, and acording to my purpoſe in the 
morning, I mean to renew the ſubject of my 
diſcourſe on this occafion, with a ſtrict but 


| candid examination of the enticing object that 


has miſled ſo many, and from a falſe-perſua- 
fion of bettering the condition of mankind, has 
rendered them acceflary to the ſpreading diſ- 
order, and diftreſs, wherever their vain, and 


violent endeavours, have been put in execu- 


tion. — Nay ſo deeply has the infatuation 
taken place, that ſome, tho' Heaven be praiſ- 
ed, not many (in a comparative eſtimate) of 
our own countrymen, have caught the infec- 

tion 


— 


( 25 ) 

tion of innovating proſpe&s — and with a 
Zeal bordering on madneſs, would encourage 
the ruinous principles of our bittereſt foes, 
even at the expence of their own ſhame, and 
the ſure participation in the general havoc;— 
for it is almoſt impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that 
any in their ſenſes, would be ſo baſe, as wilful- 
ly to invite deſtruction to their country, or to 
compound (with a people now in juſt, and u- 
niverſal abhorrence) for their own ſafety, and 
fecurity, under the lamentable wreck of na- 
tional happineſs! — To combat ſuch unnatu- 
ral, and dangerous proceedings, is the wiſe 
deſign of our moſt gracious Sovereign, and 
occupies the vigilance and abilities of his mi- 
niſters, — To check the infidious, and ambi- 
tious projects of our enemies, they have em- 
ployed that force which God hath put into 
our hands to defend the meditated invaſion 
of our rights and properties, and, to preſerve 
entire, the happy conſtitution in Church and 
ſtate, which, under Previdence, has ſo long 
ſecured to us the choiceſt bleſſings. 
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| Kings, - — Nobles, — Clergy, — and eye · 
ry order of ſacred ſufferance, are the avowed 
objects, my brethren, of french deſtructi- 
on: — but under the maſk. of this profane 
ardour, there is a ſtill more powerful motive 
for * ungracious enter prize, — and that is 
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the ſpoils they hope to reap by exciting com- 
motion, and extirpating the rightful propri- 
etors from their poſſeſſions — As this cannot 
admit a doubt, — it is ſurely time to look a- 
bout us, — War, we muſt allow, at any rate, 
is both precarious, and tremendous in its na- 
ture. — It ſtrikes upon the feelings of huma- 
nity, and interferes with innumerable objects 
of moſt defirable import to a thriving na- 
tion: — but of two evils, the leaſt is always 
to be preferred; — and when only temporary 
inconveniencies, are ſet againſt the total annibi- 
lation of a ſtate, there can be no demur about 
the wiſdom of the choice: — we muſt unani- 
mouſly decide for war, or tamely condeſcend 
to be inſulted, and deprived of all our influ- 
ence in the ſcale of power. — In the preſent 
Caſe, it is equally adviſable, as inevitable, — 
The innate perfidy which fed the unhappy 
conteſt with our Colonies, — and evidently 
laid the ground of all the inteſtine miſeries of 
France, is ſtill aniform in its ſubtle, and de- 
ſtructive ſchemes, — and cannot be too cloſe- 


ly watched, or early interrupted. — With trai- 
tors — and the faithleſs, there is no ſecure 


negociation but with ſword in hand — Only to 
debate upon the propriety of caution, — and 
to begin to arm when it is time to fight, would 
have argued deficiency of talent, — and pre- 
ſumption alſo — Our Rulers on the W 
Wit 
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with the diſcretion of honeſt Guardians of the 
public ſafety, “ have renewed the meaſures 
that heretofore have been propitious in ſecu- 
ring peace — and as in the preſent inſtance, 
the Enemy ſeem to brave the conteſt, it is 
both our intereſt and duty, to repel their ſtra- 
tagems, at the utmoſt hazard of our lives and 
fortunes. 


Relying on the general fidelity of the na- 
tion: the juſtice and expediency of the cauſe; 
and the experienced bravery of our country- 
men in arms; we hope for victory. — But ſtill, 
in pious conſideration of the - inſufficiency of 
men alone to aſſure ſucceſs, and that“ the 
&« battle is not always to the ſtrong we here 
implore that needful ſuccour which zothing 
can reſiſt, — and without which, every other 
means muſt fail. Senſible of His Almighty pow- 
ec er who covereth the head in the day of bat- 


& tle” + We © will not truſt in our bow, — 


& neither ſhall our ſword ſave us, but we will 
© call upon the name of the Lord — He is 
© our fortreſs, and ſheild, — thro? him we will 

| ce caſt 


Cavendo tutus, will ever be a maxim adopted by ju- 
dicious ſtateſmen. --- To be ready for war --- is the 
moſt obvious and effectual means either of preſerv- 
ing or obtaining peace. 


+ Pſalm 104. 7s 
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& caſt down our enemies — thro? his name 

& will we tread them under that riſe up againſt 

cc us — as a Wiſe and faithful Ifle we will wait 

| 5 on him, and on his arm we will truſt” Let 

none of you then be gulled, my friends, with 

the deceitful proſpects of LIBERTY AND E- 

QUALITY, to deſert the principles of Loyalty, 

and duty. — We will now examine into the 
real import of theſe inſnaring words. 
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As to LIBERTY, my brethren, ſuch as is 
neceflary to make honeſt 'men, and chriſtians 
happy, where will it be found on earth, if not 

; in the proſperous territories of Great Britain? 
A liberty that grants encouragement to licen- 
tiouſnefs — and impunity to robbery and mur- 
der, is a freedom I think, that no one preſent 
would wiſh to ſee admitted into this Coun- 
try. — Now this is the precious, and new in- 
vented freedom our confiderate neighbours 
are ſo tenderly anxious to introduce amongft 
us — To be free in the profeſſion of our reli- 
gion; — free in our lawful purſuits, and the 
enjoyment and difpoſal of our property, is e- 
nough for every reaſonable end of happineſs, 
that this life can poſſibly yeild us. 
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Reſpecting EqQuaLiTY., — In the ſenſe in 
which the French would paſs it on the igno- 
rant, and credulous portion of mankind, — it 
1s IMPRACTICABLE, — In truth, there is no 


ſuch 


(69 
fach thing in NATURE: and we may fairly ap. 
ply the language of the ſecond commandment 
in deſcribing its non entity, and affirm “it is nei- 
ether in heaven above, or in the earth beneath, 


c or in the waters under the earth” — It is the 


offſpring of frenzy “ begotton by profaneneſs, 
and its eſects, are abundantly ſufficient to con- 
vince you all, my brethren, of its intrinſic va- 
lue — Only reflect upon what it hath already 
produced in their own country, and every other 
place, where the people have been either 
forced, or mad enough to adopt it, and you 
will be preſently ſiek of the very WORD. I ap» 
peal to your own common ſenſe, whether a people 
who are wading in the blood of their fellow 
creatures, every where — who plunder and de- 
ſtroy without diſtinction all who do not con- 
ſent to their abſurd, and wicked ſyſtem — who 
are under no influence from religion ( the 
only principle that can foften 'the human 
heart, or check injuſtice and licentiouſneſs) — 
only reſolve, yourſelves, I ſay, whether ſucha race 
have any plea to boaſt of dealing beings to the 
world, or are likely to promote ſuch meaſures as 
are conducive to good morals — to peace, or the 
proſperity of ſociety ? — This ſyſtem of Equa- 
lity however, tho' the contrivance of rebels, 

and 


* A frenzy, it is to be feared, which nothing but that 
ſtrait waiſtcoat which a leaden pill, or a halter muſt put 
on, will ever be able to abate, in many of theſe profane 
enthuſiaſts, | 
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and aſſaſins, is not without its advocates 
There are three deſcriptions of people, by 
whom it is embraced with pleaſure. — The 
ignorant, —.the diſſolute, — and the infatu- 
ated. — The fir are enticed and deceived by 
the wicked arts of the other two — The ſecond, 
having neither property, nor principle, are ripe 
for any miſchief ; — and the lat, thro* pique, — 
pride,—prejudice, —and perverſeneſs — would 


hazard all the pofitive happineſs they enjoy 
(merely for a bubble of theoretic nonſenſe ) 


rather than relinquiſh their wild, and dangerous 
opinions. — Such, hardly deſerve protection 
from the plunder which their raſhneſs dares, — 
and from which the ſuperior wiſdom of their 
more conſiderate fellow ſubjects would ( under 
Heaven) endeavor to ſecure them — The En- 
thuſiaſts for this ſingular doctrine, do artfully 
avail themſelves of intereſted addrefles to that 
portion of mankind, whoſe ſcanty lot too of- 
ten renders them dupes to the ſeductive rea- 
ſonings of deſigning men. — the bait held 
out to ſuch, no doubt is very alluring; but it 
is merely for want of due confideration, that 
any will be induced to fate it. — To contraſt 
the circumſtances of the rich, and needy, by 
way of urging the latter to repine, and harbour 
diſcontent at the diſpoſal of their temporal 
condition, is no leſs unjuſt, than impious. — 
For even tho” the poor ſhould any where have 


reaſon to complain of ſome unkind neglect 
from 


+ * 


(n ) 


from choſe enabled to relieve them — fuch 
obduracy in private perſons, hath no founda- 
tion in political, but only in religious error — 
The wealth of individuals in general, doth 
neceſſarily tend to afiſt, rather than Hurt 
the poor. — But unleſs the rich poſſeſs a 
proper ſenſe of their relation upon reli- 
gious grounds, and of the truſt repoſed in them 
by the Sovereign Lord, — their opulence will 
never be ſo perfectly directed, in the channel 
of benevolence, as might be firifly wiſhed — 
ſtill, that the poor would be no real gainers if 
all the property of the wealthy was diſtributed 
among the multitude, will be moſt eyident on 
calculation of the numbers with the property 
to be divided. — and eſpecially if the few 
following facts are duly weighed — 1ſt. As 
both rich and poor are in the very nature o 

things reciprocally dependant on each cher: 
(„the Lord is the maker. of them alt” 
a ſtate of Equality muſt neceſſarily deſtroy a 
large proportion of that happineſs, which at 
preſent indiſputably exiſts in various ranks, 
and claſſes of ſociety, — It muſt effectually 
weaken that aCtive ſpirit, which keeps the 
buſineſs of the world in motion. — But let us 
for a moment ſuppoſe it praficable. — In ſuch 
a ſtate, what due encouragement could be given 
to the diſplay of genius, or to the efforts of 
unwearied induſtry ? — Extenfive manufac- 


tories 
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tories could no longer ſtand their ground == 
Without the means to feed the finer arts, their 
occupation muſt be given up — and in what 
could ſuch numerous idlers be employed, but 
rapine, and diſorder, for their ſupport? — we 
have a living teſtimony of the fact in all the 
former opulent towns of France, — now quite 
a prey to want, and inſurrection — Even Agri- 
culture would ſtand ſtill; — for thoſe newly 
raiſed to temporary independance, would refuſe 
to labour, and the degraded; would neither 
be competent, or able for the taſk — In ſhort, 
it is level to the underſtanding of the moſt ig- 
norant that hears me, that if the confumption 
among all conditions of people was equalized, 
commerce neceffarily, would gecline — that 
grand ſupport of inſular wealth, and power, 
muſt conſequently be cut off, and the very 
exiſtence of a flouriſhing ſtate no longer tena- 
ble. — Innumerable facts might be adduced 
to ſhew how contrary to reaſon, — jufice, — 
and humanity, — a change like this, would 
prove; — But I ſhall ſum up all, with this 
one intereſting, and perſuaſive Voucher — This, 
in itſelfſ, will be quite enough to convince you 
of the folly of expecting any benefit from the 
trial. Only aſk yourſelves, this fingle queſtion 
«— To whom, are you to be indebted for this 
rare Equality? — To your new brethren the 
an rench. — And can any * dulleſt Clown, 

| be 


1 

be ſo miſerably filly, as to think that if ever 
they get footing in this happy land, they would 
not firſt be paid for this boaſted bleſſing they 
had brought you? — or that after the ſwarm 
of hungry, naked frenchmen have had heir 
ſhare — your. portion of Equality would be 
worth enjoying? — © For if this nation were 
* come up upon the land,” they would well 
fulfil the Prophet's deſeription of a devouring 
foe: — of being ſtrong, and without num- 
© ber, and whoſe teeth are as the teeth of a 
Lion. — who would lay all waſte — and 
* cauſe the Prieſts and Miniſters to lament; 
« for the meat offering and the drink offering 
« would be withholden from the houſe of 
* God” — And ſhould ever the perverſeneſs 
and ingratitude of the people draw down ſuch 
heavy judgments on the land, — Well may we 
cry out © Alaſs for the day — for the day of 
* the Lord is at hand, and as deſtruction from 
* the Almighty ſhall it come.“ — It behoves 
us ſurely then, ** to ſanftify a faſt — to call a 
& ſolemn aſſembly, — to gather all the inhabitants 
* of the land into the Houſe of the Lord our God, 
* and cry to him” with all our might to ſave and 
deliver us from ſuch exceſs of trouble. 


From this view of the matter we are led 
to advert to the porver and authority which till 
vphold ſuch monſtrous machinations, There 


5 
F 


— — —_ 
— 


a a, wg Gp Wo. * , K" 
- + — o 
—ͤ—— — — 2— 


3 
we 44% ls . „ ee 7X * 
— , ret 
— ———— 


— + 4s —— 


3 


is a circumſtance of conſiderable weight, my 
brethren, to fix your judgment ſoundly on this 
particular head; and that is the character of 
the Authors and Leaders of this iniquitous 


Scheme. 


That Legiſlators have been taken from the 
body if the people, is indeed moſt true; — but 
it is from the very dregs of the community; 
from the moſt abandoned, and unprincipled, not 
from the moderate, and well intentioned Citi- 
Zens, — It is undeniable, that among thoſe. 
who have the chief direction of affairs, — and 
who intimidate others by their impetuous, and 
barbarous acts, we do not hear of one of fr:tt, 
moral reputation. — Exceſs of cruelty, — trea- 
chery, — and ingratitude, are the diſtinguiſh- 
ing traits of their principal Senators — As 
for religion (as before obſerved) they have 
made very ſhort work with that ingredient 
towards human happineſs, by DENOUNCING 
the very exiſtance of its Glorious Object.“ — 
Nor muſt we paſs by in this place, oze of the 
not renowned Abettors of their crimes — who 

likewiſe 


* „ A community of Atheiſts never exiſted out of 
4% Mr, Bayle's head ** --» ſays the celebrated Lord Bo- 
lingbroke himſelf, the profeſſed Champion of infidelity--- 
ſo perplexed, and parodoxical are the tenets of this tribe 
of Philoſophers. 


Vide Oct. Edit. Philos. Works vol. 2. P. 228. 
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likewiſe is become a Legiſlator in the french 
Republick, — It muſt afford concern to every 


loyal Engliſhman, that ſuch a character ſhould 
owe his birth to this our happy land; — but 


there are villians in all lands, and this new 
Legiſlature of the french is become the refuge 


of every conſummate knave that can either e- 


ſcape the puniſhment of his crimes at home,. — 

or is too abandoned to live with comfort where 
peace, and virtue, have any rule, — and oppoſe the 
wol kings of a turbulent, and vicious ſpirit.— 
In ſhort, it cheriſhes apy who have intellectual 
abilties to lend a hand in modelling, and ef- 
fecting the moſt pernicious ſchemes — I need 
ſcarce name the unhappy perſon I here allude 
to — a wretch who has proſtituted talents — 
which (if his own) might have gained him va- 


luable, and merited recompence, in an upright 


cauſe — but he ſeems beſotted with the 
dreadful defire of carrying fire and ſword, — 
devaſtation and miſery, through the earth. — 
Arrived to the moſt deteſtable pitch of wick- 
edneſs (a traitor to his King, and Country) 
he crowns the baſeneſs and brutality of his 
vices, with hypocriſy, and the pretence of 
ſtudying the eſſential comforts of thoſe, he 
knows muſt ultimately curſe his efforts to ſe- 
duce them. — But it is enough (my brethren) 


to conſult the narrative of this Man's life, to 


open your eyes againſt ſuch HD deluſion as 
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he would uſe to blind you — I ſhall diſmiſs 
a character ſo truly infamous, and extraodi - 
nary, with a ſpecimen of the moſt unprece- 
dented, and groſs injuſtice that can diſhonor 
3 nature. 


It is acknowledged by himſelf — and thus 
delivered in his own words — that the late un- 
fortunate © King of France was known to be a 
& friend of the nation; — that no man ever poſ- 
bc ſeſſed a heart ſo little diſpoſed to the exerciſe of 
« any thing oppreſſive,” and in another place he 
affirms, that the diſpoſition of Louis the Six- 
e teenth; and his Predeceſſor, Louis the four- 
* teenth, Were as remote as tyranny and benevo- 
& Jence ” * could render them, — ſach honeſt 
Praiſe, even this deadly enemy could not with- 
hold — what then can we think of the man, 
who could embark in a cauſe, that muſt inevi- 
tably ruin the perſon, and family of ſo juſt, and 
amiable a Potentate? . What but the depth of 
diſſimulation, and wanton wickedneſs, could 
urge him to unite in deſtroying the Prince of 
a Country — who had never done him the 
ſmalleft wrong — and from whoſe legiſlation 


there was not even a poſſibility of nis being 


injured, — How deſperately degenerated muſt 
that mind be, who would ſacrifice innocence. 
and the real Friend of rational liberty, to the 

propagation 


* Paines inflammatory Treatiſe, Part the firſt; 


. 


propagation of a ſy [ſtent big with immediate,: 
and moſt deplorable miſchief — and hoſtile 
to any laſting benefit, even in its ſucceſs. — 
Conſiſtent with theſe principles, we find him 
at the cloſe of this much lamented Monarch's 
fate, exact imitating the Archetype of all abo- 
minations — who when he had taken the price 
of innocent blood, declaims upon the virtues of 
the Victim, and thereby magnifies the inherent 
cruelty and vileneſs of his diſpofition — Thus. 
conſcience to the laſt, aſſaults the zwor# of 
men — forces them to own their guilt, ever 
by the vain endeavours to retract its conſe-- 
quences — So the Parent of evil beguiles and 
betrays all thoſe, who ſubmit to be taken cap- 
tive by him at his will, *till he utterly deſtroys 
them, ſoul and body, paſt recovery — And 
thus, this peſtilent promoter of ſedition, would 
ſoften the atrocity of his inmoſt hes: not 
heſitating to falſify his on expreſs denunci- 
ation againft all Kings whatever, by voting for 
the life of him, he had been flagitiouſly indu- 
ſtrious to deſtroy. 


Upon the whole, my brethren, we may 
draw this ſure concluſion, that any form of 
Government purſuing ſuch deſigns as theſe be- 
fore us, — and upheld by ſuch a crew of bar- 
barous, and ſelf intereſted men, muſt ultimate- 
ly incur the anger of the Moſt High, — Al- 
ready 
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ready, indeed, his bow ſeems bent, Wrath 
« is gone forth ” in an alarming meaſure, and 
the arrows of the Almighty begin to fly againſt 


theſe relentleſs promoters of miſery and infi- 
delity. 


A fimilar rule, my friends, will greatly 
guide you in a ſafe opinion of the general ſen- 
timents of our oton nation upon theſe events, 
and of the expediency of the meaſures that 
ate employed to prevent the troubles that 
might therwiſe overwhelm us. — When we 
diſcover ſo very ſmall a portion of our Senators 
on one fide the queſtion, and ſuch numbers of 
the firſt abilities, — property, — and reputa- 
tion, who preponderate on the other, it would 


be folly in the extreme to doubt on which fide 


right and reaſon muſt have place — Or the 
diflentient part of any cauſe indeed, we ſhall 
ever find fome men of brilliant genius, and 
powerful talents — and it may be of virtuous 
character, — but the aumber of the latter 
ſhould always be the grand criterion to deter- 


mine RIGHT — That ſome in this particular 
caſe, ſhould ftill remain ſo prejudiced and 


blinded, is hard to be accounted for on prin- 
ciples of ſound reaſon, and with ſuch ſtub- 
born evidence againſt their ſentiments — but 


from the gracious interpofition of Providence 
tg ſtop theſe ſpreading evils, we may in chari- 


ty 


( 39 


ty hope their eyes will zow be opened, 
that they will recant their errors by future 
unanimity, and ſober wiſdom; — that they 
may have grace to ſee the danger they have 
eſcaped; and join in bounden the thankſgiving 
which ſuch undeſerved, and fignal mercies 
call for. 


How arduous, and hazardous, the Stateſ- 
man's province, we may eaſily judge, by the 
various oppoſition and perplexities to which 
they are invariably, and inevitably expoſed; 
— Specious Orators are ever buſy, from one 
pretence or other, to counteract their very beſt 

defigns. — There are many of our fellow ſub- 
jects at this mo intricate juncture, who tho 
wiſely averſe from any french improvements. 
of our government, are yet very aſſiduous to 
introduce reforms of different complexions..— 
A ſhort remark or two upon this ſubject, may 
not be inexpedient at this particular time.“ — 
Doubtleſs — there is a zeal without knowledge 
and 


* Tt requires but a ſmall ſhare of political knowledge, 
or even diſcernment, to be awake to the manifeſt and 
great danger of unſettling the form of a good Govern- 
ment. Caution, Judgment, and Virtue, i in an 
eminent degree, are all eſſential qualities in the cha- 
racter of thoſe who may ever be concerned in ad- 
vancing the Work of reformation in the ſtate at 
any time? --- When the reins of eſtabliſhed power are 


onoe relaxed, there is always reaſon to apprehend Eng 
at 


6 

and confideration, in politics, as well as in 
Religion. With reſpect to reformation of the 
ſtate: — it is certain, there is nothing un- 
der heaven, but what needs amendment, — 
bur as this is the condition of all nature 
= the queſtion is, whether iti the attempt 
to improve the national conſtitution, we 
might not riſk the ſpoiling it? — This has been 
often found the caſe in crude experiments on 
the Human frame. — The animal, and body 
politic will bear a near analogy in their method 
of treatment. — As in the former there is a 
ſeaſon, when remedies will operate with hap- 
pier influence than another; — ſo in the latter 
we ſhould contrive to ſuit the objects of im- 
provement fo their proper times — If a man was 
in ever ſo poor a ſtate of health, and his houſe 

5 on 


fat al conſequences. . We have the dreadful example 
before us in the affairs of Franee, how ſoon diſorder and 
every ſpecies of popular tyranny have riſen in proporti- 
on as ancient authority gave way : --- and we may juſtly 
fear, it is too melancholy a truth, --- That if injudicious 
conceſſions on the part of the ſettled Legiſlature was at 
this particular period to favor the plauſible, artful ap- 
plication of reſtleſs, and contending parties, the bar- 
riers of public peace would ſoon be broken down - and 


the whole kingdom immediately expoſed to ruinous com- 
motion - the Seaſon of national difficulties, is that 
which deſigning and- intereſted Plotters always preſs 
tq introduce their innovating plans, And it requires | 
all the. fortitude and ingenuity of the human mind, to 
cqmbar theſe efforts, and preferve the bleſſings of order 
ald uhanimity among the people, 


EF = 


on fire, we ſhould hardly think him wiſe to 
enter upon a courſe of medicine in ſuch a fitua- 
tion: — Neither would it be judicious, now 
all the powers of government are in motion, to 
reſiſt the moſt deſperate evils that ever threa- 
tened us as a people, that we ſhould raſkly 


divert their neceſſary exertions, by calling 


them off to other objects of leſs immediate im- 
port; even was it indifputable, that the con- 
ſtitution laboured under the grievous malady 


ſome would repreſent to be the caſe — Beſides, 


— it remains to be determined, — and that by 
much precarious adventure, whether any no- 
vel ſyfiem that might be adopted, would prove 
in all points equal, to the preſent mode of 
ordering national affairs — However plauſible 
the detail on paper, — it is ſtill but TxzoORY, 
and might fail confiderably when reduced to 


PRACTICE * — To avail myſelf of the allu- 


ſions 


* Even ſuppofing the various alterations propoſed to 
render the repreſentation of the people leſs corrupt, 
were all admitted as unexceptionable, what poſſible ſecu- 
rity can be given, that they would operate equal to their 
INTENTtoN ? - The principles of corruption muſt be 
eradicated out of human nature itſelf, --- before any 
plan can be ſuggeſted that would be proof, againſt the 
arts --- ambition, --- and intrigues of men. Theſe ut. 
timately would render the pureſt deſigns abortive, at leaſt 
there is no good reaſon to expect more benefit or perfec- 
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1 
fions juſt now employed, — we know that 
many an excellent conſtitution has been quite 
deſtroy by quacking, and it is furely ſafer, to 


truſt a habit that has given proof of Her- 
ling vigour, than to rifk the failure of its moſt 


needful functions, in the uncertain effort of 


giving them renovated force. — Of this we are 
certain, paſt all diſpute, that under the pre- 
ſent interior ſyſtem of political adminiſtr ation, 
we are arrived to the moſt proſperous, pow- 
erful, and envied ſituation, the kingdom ever 
knew, — and rivaling every other nation in 
the world — whatever therefore the real de- 


ficiencies of our Government may be, — 


while we have credit, and force to maintain the 
balance of power in Europe, I think there is 
no material reaſon to complain, and that we 
cannot be too thankful to Heaven for the ma- 
ny fingular, and unmerited bleſſings we enjoy. 


You have now, my brethren, been ap- 
prized what miſeries may be averted, and 
what comforts ſtill preſerved, by a peaceable, 
and contented conduct under the form of Go- 
vernment, Providence has moſt graciouſly al- 

lotted 


tion than already attained · In the favorite article and of 
moſt promi ſing conſequence in argument --- it 1s to be 


feared, the only difference a change would introduce, 
would be more, inſtead of leſs frequent returns of every 
exceptionabie pfoceeding --- a moſt obvious error; and 


dangerous to be hazarded, 


Fo 


jotted us; and as perhaps many of you may 
be ignorant of the intimate connection be- 
tween Church and State, and how eſſentially 
each depends upon the well doing of the other, 
it will ſupply a very proper concluſion of my 
preſent exhortation to you, to ſubmit a few 
obſervations which may inform, and ſtrength- 
en your duties to towards both. 


It is inconteſtible, that in every form of 
government, both ancient, and modern, the 
neglect of the eſtabliſhed religion, and the 
confuſion of the ſacred order, have been held 
our by the writers on thele ſubjects, as the 
flow, but ſurefore runners of national decline, — 
abundant inſtances of this might be produced 
both from profane, and ſacred hiſtory, if time 
admitted, — and if this has been invariably 
true, even among Heathen ſtates, — how 
much more likely is the failure of chriſtian 
diligence, in point of ſerious duties, to haſten 
| judgments on an offending people? — where- 
fore, however brilliant proſperity may for a 
time beguile us to ſlight this very important 
article, and. render us indifferent to future 
events, all who are truly intereſted in the per- 
manent welfare of their Country, will wiſh to 
promote the utmoſt veneration for holy things; 
— on one hand to conſult the tranquillity and 
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eaſe of thoſe moſt exemplary in the cauſe of 
virtue, and religion, — and to prevent as 
much as poſſible, its incurring diſgrace, by 
paſſing over, (and much leſs by encouraging ) 
indolence, and profligacy. — In every well 
regulated Chriſtian Community, — we find 
an eſtabliſhment under ſanction of national laws, 


which ſeems, in the deſigns of Providence, in 


point of outward form, and certain articles of 
no very eſential diſtinction, to be adapted to the 
peculiar genius, and government of the Coun- 
try. — In our free conſtitution, we admit of 
univerſal toleration reſpecting ſacred worſhip, 
and conſcientious tenets: Still, as the eſta- 
bliſhed Church includes by far the larger por- 
tion of the people in its communion, and 
from the nature of its Polity, is confidered as 
the principal pillar of the State, it follows, that 
every wound which one receives, muſt neceſ- 
ſarily endanger the ſafety of the other; and 
from this conclufion, it appears, that every 
truly wiſe and loyal ſubje&, however he may 


diſſent in any particulars of form, or doctrine 


from the national Church, is no leſs equally 


intereſted in its preſervation, and proſperity, 


than he is in the judicial part of the Conſti- 
tution that ſecures to him his liberty, and 


Property, and every comfort he enjoys — 


and that for this plain reaſon, juſt now inti- 
mated, that both muſt ſtand or fall together, in 
conſequence 


( 45 ) 


conſequence of their indiffoluble tie, and mu- 
tual ſupport. — The wiſdom and purity of 
our Conſtitution in Church and ſtate, conſider 
no man a leſs valuable ſubje& for his being 
educated differently, in matters of religion, or 
profeſſing according to the light and dictates 
of his particular judgment, and the bias he 
may have received from the varying ſtan- 
dard of intellectual abilities — Nothing is pro- 
ſcribed, but ſuch an unwarrantable interfe- 
rence as tends to promote a ſchiſm in the body 
politic, — and which is no leſs reprehenſible 
on Scripture Grounds, than on the principles 
of ſalutary ſubjection to the laws enacted for 
the general peace, and welfare of Society. Let 
each then prove his zeal for God's honor in 


his own peculiar way, and be contented with 


that holy ſervice in which he has been train- 
ed, — Now, if thoſe xor educated under the 
forms and tenets of our Eſtabliſhed Church, are 
culpable for a buſy meddling, and a diſturbance 
of its peace, and order, how much more ſo 
muſt they be counted, who tho” from their 
moſt diſtant anceſtry, they have been taught to 
cheriſh her principles, and obſerve herlaws, — 

and who even ſtill profe/5 a partial, and natu- 
ral attachment to her cauſe, do nevertheleſs 
moſt deeply wound it; by uſeleſs innovations, 
and injudicious zeal. — Whatever meaſures 


bave any tendancy to weaken the wholeſome 
ſpirit 
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ſpirit of Subordination in the lower claſſes of 

the people; — or to lower a reſpe& for 

public offices ( eſpecially of the ſacred order) 

mult fall under the cenſure of /chiſmatical in- 
terference. — In the deportment of individuals, | 
it may perhaps appear but a ſmall offence, 
but it is certainly a poſitive attack againſt the 
appointments of God's ordinary providence — 
Such acts give obvious wounds to © decency 
& and order — They are unjuſtifiable ref#- 
ances of God's holy ordinances — and all who 
propoſe, or-encourage them, muſt be confi- 
dered as diſaffected members of the Mother 
Church, and unſtable friends to the conſtitu- 
tion, — The MEANING WELL, as to private 
opinion, can not poſſibly excuſe a poſitive 
offence againſt public jur iſdiction — If therefore 
we would prove ourſelves true advocates for 
Church and State, we muſt ſtrive to our utmoſt 
to uphold them, and hazard nothing, that may 
in the leaſt incline to leſſen their authority, and 
legal influence — We muſt all act within our 
proper Sphere — keeping always before us the 
Apoſtles rule of genuine peace and god- 
lineſs ** To be quiet and mind our 0wn buſineſs” — 
and leaving both Eccleſiaſtical and civil. rule 
to the reſpective and commiſſioned characters 
to whom it may occaſionally be intruſted, un- 
der the ſupreme will, and direction of hea- 
ven — In religious concerns eſpecially, — the 
| | injurious 
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6 
injurious habit of profeſſional encroachment 
ſhould carefully be avoided “ — of this error 
experience will afford the fulleſt evidence, 
in places where the utmoſt exertion have been 
made in good defign, but without the ſmalleſt 
valuable zfe&s — and it is no preſuming in- 


ference, from ſuch unfruitful efforts, to ſup- 


poſe them unacceptable to Him, who any 
giveth the increaſe, ſince it is not of him “ that 
« planteth, nor of him that watereth ” that any 
extraodinary change can be effected. With- 
out unanimity, — and efabliſhed order, there 
can be but little ſecurity for any profitable 
return in the progreſſive work of piety. — 
Where Providence by regular appointment ap- 
pears to mark the method of proceeding in 
his ſervice, it is unwarrantable liberty to in- 


novate — The uſual, and natural conſequence 


of ſuch condu — is complaint on one fide, 
and uncharitable reflections on the other. — 
Parties are formed, — and the noxious fruits 
of ſuch diſſention, are ſpiritual debate, railing, 
and partial preference. — The ſober zeal of 
the reſtdent Paſtor, is ſunk to nothing in the 
immoderate fervour of the unlicenced, and in- 
truding ſtranger — the reſpe& and credit of 
the former, /diminiſh without any profit from 
the perſevering rivalry of the latter.— Subſtan- 
tial morality too frequently gives way to 
ſuperficial and vain profeſſions, — The rage 
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for novelty ſupplants the ancient love of ors 
der, and a value for ſtated forms of wor- 
ſhip; — and the difimulationand hypocriſy of 
many are ſupplied with means of impoſi- 
tion which they could not paſs off ſo cafily 
under the uniform and regular mode of ſpiri- 
tual inſtruction, 


Thus, my brethren, have I endeavoured to 
diſcharge the duty of my peculiar office at this 
particulartime—in the beſt manner Jam able 
and in all reſpects the ſubject could embrace — 
I have ftated to you the many, and great bleſ- 
ſings for which it behoves us all to be moſt 
grateful to the Giver of every good and per- 
fect gift; and by warning you of the dangers 
and diſorders you may incur by being diſcon- 
rented, —thankleſs, — wavering, and faithleſs 
ſubjects to your Prince, and Country — I 
have guarded you from falling into the ſnare 
of the Tempter. — I have offered you ſome 
plain, juſt, and ſound rules for your conduct as 
good citizens of the ſtate, in which you are ſo 
happy as to live; — and I ſhall conclude, with 
repeating the grand means of all, to ſecure the 
grace of Heaven, upon every undertaking of 
your lives. — viz, — To avoid all manner of 
profaneneſs, as a peſtilence; for this is that ab- 
horred crime againſt God, our gracious, — 
holy, — and long ſuffering Father, which now 
lights 


( 49 ) 
lights up the torch of his diſpleaſure againſt 
our impious, and rebellious Neighbours — 
On the contrary, — Pay due and conſtant ve- 
neration to God's holy day — . Hallow my 
cc Sabbath (faith he) and it ſhall be a ſign be- 
ce ven me and thee” — This fign alaſs! we 
muſt confeſs, my brethren, is in zheſe days 
too much deſpiſed by all defcriptions of n- 
minal chriſtians — - whereas, the promiſe to the 
due obſervation of it, is ſo full, fo free, and 
cheering, — that it may well engage us to be 
faithful and obedient inthis bounden duty — 
For thus God ſpeaks by the mouth of his Pro- 
phet Ifaiah 58 — 13 — © If thou call the Sab- 
ie bath a delight, the holy of the Lord, ho- 
« norable; and ſhalt honor him, not doing 
te thine own ways, nor finding thine own 3 
ce ſure, nor ſpeaking thine own words ” 
Thou ſhalt then delight thyſelf inthe 180 — 
* and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the high 
© places of the earth” — * Again; reſpecting 
the ſincerity of our peculiar homage and hu- 
miliation this day. If we rend our hearts, 
© inſtead 


* Part of this, it is true, is according to the rigid 
precept of the old law. ---- and is therefore to be under- 
ſtood —_— limitations as the ſanction of Chriſtian 
liberty graciouſly added to the New Covenant - 
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1 inſtead of our garments, and turn untg th 


te Lord our God with all our mind, ang ſay], 
7 and ſtrength; ” — then will our alms, our 
prayers - — and faſting be ſanctified, and accept- 
ed: — they will aſcend up to heaven with 3 
ſweet ſavour; — Then will the Lord bs 
« jealous for our 1and, and pity his people;,” 
Then will he move 2 from us the numero 
te armies of our boaſting enemies, and will 
« drive them into their own land, <6 made 
66 barren and deſolate ” by their rebellion a- 
gainſt Him; by the murder of their Prince and 
Governors, — and by the domeſtic troubles, that 
their ſcandalous vices have brought upon, them 
ſclves— Finally, if we keep this day in Purity of 
defign — with unfeigned grief for what we me- 
rit, and, an, humble dread of offenging the Moſt 
High God of Heaven and Earth — Then ſhall 
we, be enabled to exclaim with, joy and covtl- 
dence, cc Fear not O Land! be glad and. rejoice, 
& for the Lord will do great things for thee” — 
O may we be ever prepared. to fing this s ſong 
to 


The admonition conſequently extends no further, than 
to inforce a due reſpect to the Lord's: day, which as 
Chriſtians, we muſt reaſonably acknowledge to be our 
duty - for the neglect of which, we ſhall be as culps- 
ble as the Jews for violating their Sabbath, and may ex» 
pect tavor, or puniſhment, according to our obedience, 


or remiſſneſs in this eſſential article of pious deport- 
ment. | 


| 
( 3 3 


to the confufion of all God's enemies: — Ag 
the bleſſed means even of THEIR converſion to 
the truth; — And to the honor and glory of 
his Name. — That all nations may have cauſe 
to fing; The work wiLL PROSPER: The 
work of peace and righteouſneſs on Earth — 
Amen for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; 
to whom with the Father, &c. 
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